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Chris Fox, PharmD, originally from Spencer, Iowa, received his Doctor of Pharmacy 
degree from the University of Iowa in May 2020. He has been involved in the American 
Society of Health-System Pharmacists; Kappa Psi Pharmaceutical Fraternity; Phi 
Lambda Sigma Pharmacy Leadership Society; and University of Iowa Pain 
Management, Substance Use Disorder, and Palliative Care organization. Dr. Fox’s 
areas of interest include Psychiatry, infectious disease, and both inpatient and 
ambulatory care settings. He intends to obtain BCPS certification and pursue a career in 
clinical pharmacy practice. Christopher.Fox2@va.gov 
 
 
Michelle Jakaitis, PharmD, originally from Shorewood, Illinois, received her Doctor of 
Pharmacy degree from the University of Iowa in May 2020. She has been involved in 
American Pharmacists Association – Academy of Student Pharmacists, Healthcare 
Business Leadership Program, and Pediatric Pharmacy Advocacy Group. She also 
served as the Peer Mentor Coordinator for first year pharmacy students in 2018. Dr. 
Jakaitis’s areas of interest include geriatrics, anticoagulation, and chronic disease state 
management. She plans to pursue a career in ambulatory care clinical pharmacy 
practice and obtain BCACP certification. Michelle.Jakaitis@va.gov 
 
 
Karla Knobbe, PharmD, originally from Carroll, Iowa, received her Doctor of Pharmacy 
degree from Drake University in May 2020. She has been involved in Kappa Psi 
Pharmaceutical Fraternity, Phi Lambda Sigma Honor Society, American Pharmacists 
Association, and the Iowa Pharmacy Association. Dr. Knobbe’s areas of interest include 
psychiatry as well as ambulatory care with an emphasis on diabetes, hypertension, and 
hyperlipidemia management.  In the future, she plans to obtain BCPS certification and 
pursue a career in clinical pharmacy practice. Karla.Knobbe@va.gov 
 
 
Jay Tieri, PharmD, originally from Homewood, Illinois, received his Doctor of Pharmacy 
degree from the University of Iowa in May 2020. He has been involved in University of 
Iowa Pain Management, Substance Use Disorder, and Palliative Care organization; 
Kappa Psi Pharmaceutical Fraternity, University of Iowa Healthcare Business 
Leadership Program, American Society of Health-System Pharmacists, and Phi Lambda 
Sigma Pharmacy Leadership Fraternity. Dr. Tieri’s areas of interest include oncology, 
infectious disease, and both inpatient and ambulatory care settings. He intends to 
obtain BCPS certification and pursue a career in clinical pharmacy practice. 
Jay.Tieri@va.gov 
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